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CANDIDATES’ BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Sandy Duckett was Customer Services Director of Standard Life and previously Group 
Corporate Services Director and Head of Procurement. He now works independently and is 
currently with Business Stream. Prior to working for Standard Life, he was UK Procurement 
Director of Scottish Power and held other posts within Scottish Power. He is a very 
experienced commercial manager whose experience has been gained in major companies. He 
is a member of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants and has an MBA. He is 
the Chair of Citizens Advice Edinburgh. 

 Howard Wollman retired in 2010 after 35 years as a sociologist at Edinburgh Napier 
University. He served in a variety of positions latterly as Head of the School of Health and 
Social Sciences. His previous roles also included experience as a trade 
union representative and he was at one time Vice Chair of the Educational Institute of 
Scotland - University Lecturers Association.  For ten years he was a staff member of the 
Napier University Court and he is currently Chair of the board of trustees of the British 
Sociological Association. He is an honorary fellow of the School of Social and Political 
Science at Edinburgh University. Howard is an adviser at CAE in Leith.  

Robert Pattullo is an accountant by training. He is an experienced non-executive director 
with a track record of raising finance and turning round loss making companies. He has an 
extensive network within the Scottish business and financial community. Most recently he 
has been a Director of Archangel Informal Investment Limited. Prior to that he has been a 
self- employed management consultant, Sales and Operations Director Clydesdale Retail Ltd, 
Commercial Director Star Offshore Services and held a range of posts in Christian Salvesen 
PLC. He is the Deputy Chair of Citizens Advice Edinburgh. 

Owen Kelly was appointed as Chief Executive of Scottish Financial Enterprise (SFE) in 
January 2008. SFE is a broadly-based representative organization, funded by its member 
companies. Its purpose is to represent and promote the Scottish financial services industry 
and Scotland as an international financial centre. Before joining SFE in January 2008, Owen 
worked for 20 years as a civil servant in London and Edinburgh. His key policy specialisms 
in government were EU and international relations; and communications. He spent 2 years in 
Tokyo in the 1990s, promoting Scotland as an investment location. Owen joined the 
government service in 1988, shortly after graduating from Edinburgh University with an 
honours degree in Mandarin Chinese. He was awarded an OBE in 2014. He is a co-opted 
Director of CAE. 

John Downie is Director of Public Affairs for Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations 
(SCVO) where he leads on a range of responsibilities, including ensuring the third sector and 
SCVO are at the forefront of the debate on the key issues affecting Scottish society and its 



people and communities. John is also Chair of the Board, at Impact Art, one of Scotland 
leading social enterprises. He is a co-opted Director of CAE. 

  

Debbie Atkins  is currently Head of Volunteer Engagement at the Institute and Faculty of 
Actuaries. She is also a Governor of the Fettes Trust and a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Fettes Enterprises; a member of the Maggie’s Campaign Board; Visiting Fellow of 
Heriot Watt University; and a Director of CPM (Critical Path Marketing) Limited.  Debbie 
has extensive experience in marketing, business development and profile raising campaigns 
and she remains on the Roll of Solicitors in Scotland (non-practising).  She is a co-opted 
Director of CAE. 

David Hart is a volunteer adviser who started at CAE in January 2010.  He took early 
retirement from the civil service in 2007 after a career of 32 years. The first half of his career 
was in social research on topics such as labour markets, housing, local government, housing 
and urban deprivation. He then moved on to policy work on urban regeneration, planning and 
transport. David does 2 sessions in Portobello a week – one as a general adviser and one as a 
benefits appeals specialist. He spends a significant amount of his own time in addition to this 
preparing for and attending appeals with our clients. David has taken on complex tax credits 
appeals cases and this year has helped a couple of clients to very significant victories – one 
client alone having a recordable Client Financial Gain of around £45,000.    

  

 


